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June 15, 2009
Santa Fe County
Attn: Stephen Ulibarri
RE: Steve Herrera Judicial Complex

In the U.S., buildings account for over 37% of entire energy consumption and over 40% of all waste in landfills is construction related. Santa Fe County has plans to construct a healthy, high performance, energy efficient, “green” building, while reducing the overall carbon impact on the environment. The County will be using USGBC’s LEED for new construction rating system to achieve their goal.
The following is a list of the “Green” Features of the LEED for New Construction Registered Steve Herrera Judicial Complex.

· Projected Rating - LEED Gold

· 78% of Demolition waste was recycled during demolition and diverted from going into a landfill

· Reduce Heat island effect by locating 100% of parking spaces underground, thereby reducing the need for asphalt surface parking
· Reduce heat island effect on the site by using materials, such as a highly reflective white roof, concrete, and pavers with a high Solar Reflective Index (SRI)
· Light Pollution Reduction – significantly lower the amount of light emitted into the night sky
· Underground water cisterns to catch rainwater Over 40% water reduction over a similar Baseline building- by use of Ultra high efficient water fixtures.

· Commissioning of the Buildings Systems –  ensures the buildings electrical, mechanical, and HVAC systems operate as they were designed to maximize energy efficiency

· Eliminate use of ozone depleting CFC and HCFC refrigerants in  HVAC systems
· Wind Power carbon offset purchase for 70% of the buildings annual electrical consumption

· Dedicated area in building for the storage and collection of recyclables

· 50% of wood used will be Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified which encourages environmentally responsible forest management
· Use of regional building materials coming from a radius of 500 miles or less when applicable

· Use of materials with a high recycled content

· Use of Low emitting materials such as adhesives, sealants, paints, carpets, to lower the amount of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC’s) which typically occur in these products
· Eliminating the use of urea-formaldehyde plywood and fiberboard by using  Argifiber products for cabinetry and casework

· Green Housekeeping plan eliminates the use of harmful cleaning chemical, and substitutes biodegradable cleaning products and green housekeeping training for the custodial staff
· Building is sited on a rehabilitated Brownfield site

Sincerely,
Johnny Rehders, LEED AP
President

Verde 
Sustainable Design Consultants
tel: 505.780.0715
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